[bookmark: _sv3jq29fahpg]BENJAMIN KOHL
616-648-3100 | benjamin.h.kohl@gmail.com | linkedin.com/in/benjamin-kohl | Grand Rapids, MI
[bookmark: _8n1xv1tdjuyz]PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY
Full-stack developer with 18 years building Craft CMS websites and scalable Laravel applications. I specialize in content schema design, database design and performance optimization. Co-founded two SaaS platforms including SMS marketing platform serving 1,000+ businesses and dynamic image service processing 1M+ daily requests. Strong expertise in Laravel, Vue.js, MySQL optimization, and third-party API integrations.
[bookmark: _putlg0sfji0o]TECHNICAL SKILLS
PHP (Laravel, Yii) | JavaScript | Vue.js | Inertia.js | Alpine.js |  MySQL | MariaDB | REST APIs | OAuth | Git | DDEV | Linux (Ubuntu) | Craft CMS | Tailwind CSS | Vite | Webpack | Salesforce API | HubSpot Forms | Twilio API | Claude Code
[bookmark: _5nxf0fjsbojk]PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
[bookmark: _86ynx3im3pdc]Full Stack Developer
Masuga Design | Grand Rapids, MI | 2011 - 2026

· PHP developer of placeimg.com, a dynamic image generation service processing over 1 million daily requests at peak
· Developed commercial Craft CMS plugins (PHP/Yii) installed on 100+ production sites and provided ongoing maintenance, feature updates, and direct customer support
· Integrated third-party APIs including Airtable, Salesforce Web-to-Lead forms, HubSpot forms and numerous third-party marketing platforms used by major television networks
· Optimized database query performance and page load times through strategic indexing, query refactoring, and caching implementations for high-traffic client applications
· Lead Laravel developer of Lamplighter web application responsible for remotely monitoring Craft CMS, ExpressionEngine and WordPress CMS installations
[bookmark: _vs1p8r7h51rl]Co-Founder & Laravel Developer
TextSpot | Grand Rapids, MI | 2020 - 2022

· Co-founded SMS marketing SaaS platform serving 1,000+ business customers, leading full-stack Laravel/Inertia/Vue development and database schema design from concept through production launch
· Integrated Twilio API with comprehensive error handling, delivery status tracking, and automatic retry logic for failed messages
· Built automated compliance systems including spam/illegal content screening and recipient opt-out management to ensure regulatory compliance
· Developed contact import and list management interface enabling customers to upload, validate, and segment marketing lists
[bookmark: _l0uvgx11keqb]Co-Founder & Laravel Developer
Carmony | Grand Rapids, MI | 2016 - 2018

· Co-founded automotive matchmaking platform connecting car buyers with vehicles based on lifestyle preferences and utility needs, leading Laravel development
· Developed "Carmonizer" quiz system using custom matching algorithm to recommend vehicle make/model combinations based on customer values and practical requirements
· Built automated inventory aggregation system pulling real-time vehicle availability from dealership feeds and normalizing data into unified database schema
· Integrated Edmunds API and NHTSA safety data API to enrich vehicle listings with specifications, pricing, and safety ratings
[bookmark: _19kag2qriw2e]Software Developer II
Professional Computing Resources | Grand Rapids, MI | 2007 - 2011

· Developed VOIP provisioning software for Avaya and Cisco phone systems using PHP and SOAP APIs
[bookmark: _t9b4gijqiqz3]13B Cannon Crewmember
Michigan Army National Guard | Albion, MI | 2003 - 2009

· As ammunition team chief, led soldiers in preparing artillery rounds and maintaining gun section ammunition inventory
[bookmark: _pdb4xtgopeix]EDUCATION
Bachelor of Business Administration - Computer Information Systems
Western Michigan University

